
Jehovah’s Witnesses
By Dr. Michael R. Lanier

GENERAL
Strict controls are set in place; members are not allowed to socialize with non-members
Official church policy is binding; deviation is disallowed
Members are indoctrinated to give responses to questions and objections
Disobedient members are “disfellowshipped”; family and members treat them as dead
All other beliefs are “Satanic”
There are 7.9 million Jehovah’s Witnesses (“publishers”) in 239 countries & territories

EARLY HISTORY
Charles Taze Russell (1852-1916)—Founder

Initially known as “Russellites”
1 of 2 children out of 5 that survived
Early years spent as a Presbyterian & Congregationalist; lost faith until he was

influenced by Adventism
Adventism began during the Second Great Awakening
Founded by William Miller (“Millerites”)
Fixed dates for the Second Coming of Jesus Christ
Stressed “soul sleep” and “annihilation” (some)
Largest group today is Seventh-day Adventist

1870 Began studying the Bible according to Adventist influence
Believed Trinity, hell, and immortal soul were not supported by Scripture

1879 Published the monthly journal Zion’s Watch Tower and Herald of
Christ’s Presence

1881 Co-founded Zion’s Watch Tower Tract Society
1886-1904 Published 6 volume Millennial Dawn; later renamed Studies in the

Scriptures
1903 Wife sued for divorce over “mental cruelty” and alleged affairs
1911 Sued for “miracle wheat” scandal

Joseph “Judge” Rutherford (1869-1942)—Successor
Engaged in “hard ball” politics to obtain the post of president of the Watch Tower
Society
Rutherford wrote The Finished Mystery; later removing pages 247-253 for fear of
reprisal

“People who display patriotism are delusional murderers acting in the very spirit of
the devil. Patriotism is narrow-minded hatred of other people.”

“Prince Bulow, Sir Henry Campbell-Bannermann, Mr. H. H. Asquith, Mr. John Jay
and Mr. Elihu Root were peace-loving statesmen under a sky filled with clouds of
war.”

“While 10,000 children in Tokyo were singing loving greetings to our naval
officers, the US was gearing up for a war with the Japanese.”

“The naval experts of Russia are planning a billion-dollar navy even though
millions of its people are on the verge of starvation.”

“The first expenditure of the United States government in the world war (WWI)
was $7 Billion, which is 27% in excess of the value of all the crops harvested in the
US.”
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“The Germans denounce war, with the exception of the present conflict with
England. England condemns war, but excludes from their indictment the present
fight against the central empires.”

“This war (WWI) is the natural product of our unchristian civilization. Its soldiers
are grown from greed, imperialistic ambition, and dynastic pride. Our participation
in this war is unethical.”

1918 Imprisoned for sedition
1919 Released from prison a hardened man; coined the term “Satan’s organization”

referring to the clergy & military which he blamed in part for his incarceration
1920s Banned from NBC radio for his attacks on Catholic clergy
1931 Changed the name to Jehovah’s Witnesses based on Isaiah 43:10

Brought the society under theocratic control
1931 Wrote that the women’s rights movement was influenced by Satan; men who

tipped their hats to women were demonstrating an effeminate side
Rejected Russell’s teachings “for not being abreast of progressive light”
Distanced the JWs from Russell’s doctrines of the gathering of the Jews and

the pyramid theory
1938 Banned singing in JW services; reinstated shortly after his death
1938 Asked for a ban on marriage & having children until after Armageddon

Noted that Rutherford didn’t practice door-to-door evangelism saying he didn’t have
time for such activities

Rutherford was known for his “whiskey, brandy, beer and other liquors. . . unkind
treatment of the staff, outbursts of anger, discrimination and vulgar language. . . [and]
exclusive use of ‘luxurious’ and ‘expensive’ residences in Brooklyn, Staten Island,
Germany, and San Diego.”—Wikipedia

HOLY WRITINGS
The Emphatic Diglot

Griesbach text, English translation in 1864
“Mr. Wilson was reportedly a Christadelphian. Christadelphians believe the organized
churches are apostate, do not believe in the ‘trinity’, do not believe in the ‘inherent
immortality of the soul’ or in ‘eternal torment’, but holds that eternal death is the
punishment awaiting the wicked.”—Magnani, 196

New World Translation
John 1:1-2
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was a god.
This one was in the beginning with God.—2013 edition
John 8:58
Jesus said to them: “Most truly I say to you, before Abraham came into existence, I have
been.”—2013 edition

egw eimi (“I am”) is translated as a perfect, passive, indicative = “I have been”
egw alone can translate as a historical present but never when joined with eimi
The emphatic egw eimi takes only a present tense
Action verbs have tenses which are indicated by prefixes/suffixes/changes in form
The 1950 edition footnote claims the tense is “perfect indefinite tense”—there is no

such thing in Greek grammar
egw eimi is correctly translated in adjacent verses

John 8:24
That is why I said to you: You will die in your sins. For if you do not believe
that I am the one, you will die in your sins.”
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John 8:28
Jesus then said: “After you have lifted up the Son of man, then you will know
that I am he and that I do nothing of my own initiative”

John 9:9
Some were saying: “This is he.” Others were saying: “No, but he looks like
him.” The man kept saying: “I am he.”

BELIEFS & PRACTICES
Early Beliefs (Russell)

Hell
After the resurrection of 144,000 righteous souls the rest of mankind would sleep
in death until the earthly resurrection

Trinity
Jesus received divinity as a gift from the Father; the Holy Spirit is a manifestation
of God’s power

Second Coming
Jesus returned invisibly in 1874; time of the Gentiles would end in 1914

Pyramidology
Pyramid of Giza was built by Hebrews to predict future events via measurements
along pathways that correspond to years

Rutherford greatly expanded and often changed Russell’s teachings

God
God’s name is Jehovah
Jehovah is the only One true God
All other deities are created, including Jesus
CHALLENGE

Where are we told in Scripture that God’s name is Jehovah?
If Jesus didn’t address the Father as Jehovah, then why must we?
God’s name as Jehovah first appeared in English in William Tyndale’s Bible

translation in the 1500s
Jehovah is a 16th century English translation of YHWH consenants + the vowels of

Adonai = YaHoWaH > JaHoVaH or Jehovah

Jesus
“Michael the great prince is none other than Jesus Christ himself”—Jesus is Michael, so

he cannot also be Jehovah
The first of Jehovah’s creation

“Our Lord’s great honor is shown in the He was not only the first of God’s creation
but the last. From this we are to understand that the great Jehovah did not directly
employ His own power in creating either men or angels; but that He delegated His
power to His Only-begotten Son.”—Magnani, 224

“Christ did not exalt himself. . . . In due time God exalted him to the highest position a
creature could be given.”—Magnani, 175

“But isn’t Jesus called a god in the Bible?’ someone may ask. This is true. Yet Satan is
also called a god. (2 Corinthians 4:4).”—Magnani, 159

Christ’s death was that of a perfect man; same as with Adam
Christ’s resurrected body is spirit, but could manifest physically as needed
“He was the first to be raised as a spirit person.”—Magnani, 108
“Having given up his flesh for the life of the world, Christ could never take it again and

become a man once more. For that basic reason his return could never be in the
human body that he sacrificed once for all time.”—Magnani, 106

“The human body of flesh, which Jesus Christ laid down forever as a ransom sacrifice,
was disposed of by God’s power”—Magnani, 117

“The fact that Jesus simply materialized bodies explains why on various occasions after
his resurrection he was not always immediately recognized. . . . Jesus appeared in
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human form yes, even assuming a body with visible wounds so as to convince
doubting Thomas.”—Magnani, 111

CHALLENGE
In the Septuagint Exodus 3:14 renders YHWH = ego eimi (egw eimi); similar

references to Jesus in NT
In whose name are Christians sent forth to be witnesses?
“But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will

be my [Jesus’] witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to
the end of the earth.” (Acts 1:8)

Holy Spirit
The Holy Spirit is none other than Jehovah’s active force; it is not a person

“As for the ‘Holy Spirit,’ the so-called third Person of the Trinity, we have already
seen that this is not a person but God’s active force. John the Baptizer said that
Jesus would baptize with holy spirit, even as John had been baptizing with water.
Hence, in the same way that water is not a person, holy spirit is not a person”—
Paradise on Earth

CHALLENGE
How can one sin against, or grieve, an impersonal force?

Trinity
“Never was there a more deceptive doctrine advanced than that of the trinity. I could

have originated only in one mind, and that the mind of Satan the Devil.”—
Reconciliation

“All major religions of Christendom accept the Trinity doctrine as an article of faith. . . .
Hence, rejection of the Trinity doctrine is, in effect, regarded as a rejection of
Christianity.”—Watch Tower

“The doctrine must be dated as from about three hundred fifty years after the death of
Jesus Christ. So the early Christians who were taught directly by Jesus Christ did
not believe that God is a ‘Trinity.’”—Magnani

CHALLENGE
“Trinity” is not in Scripture, but neither are the words “rapture” or “Jehovah”

Sin
Sin is the transgression of God’s law
Perfect human life was lost due to disobedience

Salvation
Salvation is available through dedication to doing God’s and Christ’s will
Salvation is achieved through one’s own works
Redemption is the restoration of the perfect human life that Adam once had
“The ransom and sin-offering open the way for reconciliation, and then the truth of this

great fact must be brought to man and man be given the opportunity of accepting
the gracious provision or rejecting it.”—Reconciliation

“Jehovah God will justify, declare righteous, on the basis of their own merit all perfected
humans who have withstood that final, decisive test of mankind. He will adopt and
acknowledge them as his sons through Jesus Christ.”—Freedom

Salvation is by works is not possible outside the society
“Jehovah is using only one organization today to accomplish his will. To receive

everlasting life in the earthly Paradise we must identify that organization and serve
God as part of it.”—Watch Tower

CHALLENGE
If Scripture alone (no JW materials; not the JW organization) was sufficient to save the

eunuch to whom Phillip evangelized in Acts, why would extra-biblical materials
and organizations be required today?
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Return of Christ
Russell: Jesus returned in 1874 as a “presence in the upper air” but not visibly.
Christ returned as a spirit being, invisibly, in 1914
“Our Lord, the appointed King, is now present, since October 1874, A. D., according to

the testimony of the prophets, to those who have ears to hear it: and the formal
inauguration of his kingly office dates from April 1878, A. D. and the first work of
the Kingdom. . . is now in progress.”—Magnani, 75

CHALLENGE
The return of Christ has been predicted from the beginning of the JW organization

and continues today
Armageddon and the Millennium must occur before the 144,000 die

End of the World Predictions
1886 “The Marshalling of the hosts for the battle of the great day of God Almighty,

is in progress while the skirmishing is commencing”—Watch Tower Reprints,
17

1889 “The ‘battle of the great day of God Almighty’ (Rev. 16:14), which will end in
A.D. 1914. . . is already commenced”—Russell, The Time Is at Hand, 101

1892 “The date of the close of that ‘battle’ is definitely marked in Scripture as
October, 1914. It is already in progress, its beginning dating from October,
1874.”—Mangani, 78

1894 “But bear in mind that the end of 1914 is not the date for the beginning, but
for the end of the time of trouble”—Watch Tower Reprints, 1677

1904 “The stress of the great time of trouble will be on us soon, somewhere between
1910 and 1912—culminating. . . October 1914”—Russell, The New Creation,
579

1915? “The present great war in Europe is the beginning of the Armageddon of the
Scriptures”—Russell’s Sermons, 676

1920 “Therefore we may confidently expect that 1925 will mark the return of
Abraham, Isaac, Jacob and the faithful prophets of old. . . to the condition of
human perfection.”—Magnani, 84-85

1924 “The year 1925 is a date definitely and clearly marked in the Scriptures, even
more clearly than that of 1914”—Magnani, 87

1925 “The old order of things, the old world, is ending. . . . We are standing at the
very portals of the blessed time!”—Rutherford, Millions Now Living Will
Never Die, 97,105

1925 “The year 1925 is here. With great expectation Christians have looked forward
to this year. Many have confidently expected that all members of the body of
Christ will be changed to heavenly glory during the year.”—Magnani, 88

1926 “All the nations and kingdoms of earth are rapidly marching to the great battle
of God Almighty”—Watch Tower, July 15, 1926, 216

1931 “His day of vengeance is here, and Armageddon is at hand and certain to fall
upon Christendom, and that within an early date” (Rutherford, Vindication I,
147

1935 “Armageddon is about to begin”—Rutherford, Universal War Near, 48
1939 “The time for the battle of the great day of God Almighty is very near. . . . The

disaster of Armageddon is just ahead”—Rutherford, Salvation, 310, 361
1943 “The final end of all things of this world is at hand, and the postwar

arrangement will not save them”—Watchtower, May 1, 1943, 139
1955 “The war of Armageddon is nearing its breaking out point”—You May Survive

Armageddon into God’s New World, 331
1962 “Armageddon, the battle of the great day of God Almighty, is at the door. . . .

This worldly generation, therefore, has not much longer to live”—
Watchtower, July 1, 1962, 389

1969 “All the evidence in fulfillment of Bible prophecy indicates that this corrupt
system is due to end in a few years.”—Awake! May 22, 1969, 15

1971 “Shortly, within our twentieth century, the ‘battle in the day of Jehovah’ will
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begin against. . . Christendom”— “The Nations Shall Know That I Am
Jehovah,” 216

1974 “Reports are heard of brothers selling their homes and property and planning
to finish out the rest of their days in this olsystem in pioneer service. Certainly
this is a fine way to spend the short time remaining before the wicked world’s
end”—Kingdom Ministry, May 1974, 3

1984 “Some of that ‘generation’ [of 1914] could survive until the end of the century.
But there are many indications that ‘the end’ is much closer than that!”—
Watchtower, March 1, 1984, 18-19

2000 “Yes, we stand at the very threshold of the fulfillment of Jehovah’s decree
against Satan and his entire wicked system. . . . Jehovah’s rocking of the
nations at Armageddon is just ahead”—Watchtower, January 15, 2000, 7, 19

CHALLENGE
How can you trust the teachings of an organization that has been repeatedly
proven wrong over the course of its existence?

Afterlife
The sealing of the 144,000 who would be “kings and priests in heaven” would be

completed by 1914—Russell
The 144,000 will exist as spirits and not receive a resurrected body
“The great company” are those saved after 1914 who will serve under the leadership of
the 144,000—Russell
Apostates will not rise from the dead on Judgment Day
God does not resurrect the body, but reconstructs it from memory

Other Beliefs
Jesus resurrected spiritually; no physically
Believers were raptured in 1918
No Christmas celebration
Soul sleep—the soul is unconscious following death
The soul cannot exist apart from the body; hell cannot exist since the body and soul

cannot exist apart
No military service
Do not refer to their worship places as churches (Kingdom Halls)
No organ transplants or blood transfusions
Taking blood is similar to eating it; forbidden in Genesis 9:3-4
Blood transfusion: “‘If a doctor says you cannot survive without blood, then we would

rather die than take a blood transfusion.’ So said Williams L. Barry, a Jehovah’s
Witness official, in defending the religious group’s stand against the ingestion of
blood. Witnesses believe blood transfusions are a form of feeding on blood—
intravenous feeding—and that the Bible forbids it.”—Gruss, 14

Some early followers worshipped Russell: “With the passing of time, however, the idea
adopted by many was that C. T. Russell himself was the ‘faithful and wise servant.’
This led some into the snare of creature worship.”—Magnani, 39

RESPONDING TO A WITNESS
Guidelines

Expect to set a future time for a visit and prepare in advance
Compile a list of Scriptures that will refute claims
Use primary JW sources rather than anti-JW books
Be positive, caring and Christ-like
Show no hesitation, which is often interpreted as weakness
Set rules for sharing

Ask for terms to be defined
Insist that the other person vocalizes his beliefs and write them down
Lay out a planned order of points you wish the person(s) to respond to; take
control when it is time to respond
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Use primary JW sources to quote regarding beliefs, not anti-JW books
Ask him to show you references to support his belief
Ask for biblical references

Keep Scripture quotes used by both sides in context; ask them to state the context
If told the Bible is no longer reliable, ask for documentation to support their claims
Stress Jesus Christ and grace
Challenge them to think for themselves

Challenging Questions
Did anyone in the NT or early church history ever suggest Scripture had been

corrupted?
What evidence is there that OT and NT Scriptures are corrupt? (specific examples with

historical proof)
How can JWs argue for the accuracy of Scripture if the name “Jehovah” was stripped

from it?
What makes you so certain your leaders have the truth and all others are wrong?

(specific examples with historical proof)
Have you ever truly examined Scripture’s truth claims for yourself? (Paul’s

commendation of the Bereans)
Where do you draw the line between literal and interpretive meaning?
Isaiah 44:24 declares “I, the LORD (Jehovah), am the maker of all things, stretching out

the heavens by Myself, and spreading out the earth all alone.” How does this
reconcile with Jesus as creator of all things in Colossians 1:16? [Note: “firstborn” of
Colossians 1:15 is a reference to immanence rather than an order in time]

Are women inferior to men because a man has headship over his wife? (Neither is Jesus
inferior to the Father.)

Scriptural Rebuttal
Parallels between the Father and Jesus includes: I AM, God, Alpha & Omega, Lord,

Savior, King, Judge, Light, Rock, Redeemer, Our Righteousness, Husband,
Shepherd, Creator, Giver of Life, Forgiver of Sin, Lord Our Healer, Omnipresent,
Omniscient, Omnipotent, Preexistent, Eternal, Immutable, Receiver of Worship,
Speaker with Divine Authority—Rhodes

Trinity: Matt 3:16-17,28:19; John 14:26;15:26; 1 Cor 12:3-6; 2 Cor 13:14; Eph 2:18;3:1-
5,14-17;4:4-6;5:18-20; 1 Peter 1:2; Jude 20-21

Deity of Jesus: Isaiah 9:6; John 1:1,23;8:58;12:37-41; Heb 1:1-12; Rev 22:13
Holy Spirit as Person: Matt 28:19; John 14:26;16:13; Acts 10:19-20; Romans 8:26-27;

1 Cor 12:11
Physical resurrection of Christ: Mark 16:6; Luke 24:3-8;24:36-43; Rom 8:11; 1 Cor 15:1-

15
Salvation by faith: Rom 4:5;5:8-11; Eph 2:8-10; 2 Tim 1:9; Titus 3:4-8; 1 John 5:11-13
Visible return of Christ: Matt 23:39;24:30; Acts 1:11; 1 Thess 4:16-17; Rev 1:7
Existence of the soul (spirit): Acts 2:27; 1 Thess 5:23; Heb 12:23; Rev 6:9-11; 20:4
Everlasting punishment: Matt 25:46; 2 Peter 2:17; Jude 13; Rev 19:20; 20:10

One Final Thought
If Jesus is not God but a “lesser god” then:

JWs are polytheists (technically henotheists—one chief god over other gods)
New Covenant is covenanted with something created—something other than

Almighty God—therefore the New Testament is not Almighty God’s covenant
Only the Old Testament is covenanted with Almighty God

JWs are not keeping His Law
Without the OT Law JWs are not in covenant with Jehovah


